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Canada Lynx: 

The Comeback Cat 

These wild cats disappeared from an area 
where they once thrived. Find out why. 


Big Deal 


Departments 


10 Bet You Didn't Know 16 Green Scene 
12 Stupid Criminals 29 Fun Stuff 
14 Amazing Animals 31 What in the World? 


Just for 


online! 


On the Cover 


















BY MARILYN TERRELL 


9 outrageous facts. 
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ARM & HAMMER® SPINBRUSH® 

THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN® COMBO PACK 
WITH AIM® BUBBLE BERRY TOOTHPASTE 
Kids brush 38% longer with ARM & HAMMER® 
Spinbrush® than when using an ordinary 
manual brush. The Amazing Spider-Man® 
combo pack includes one ARM & HAMMER® 
Spinbrush® battery-operated toothbrush and 
one tube of Aim® Bubble Berry kids' toothpaste. 


THEBACKYARDIGANS FOR NINTENDO DS 
It's Imagination Time! Join your backyard 
friends on a musical adventure as they 
search for pirate-y treasures, capture 
yucky villains, and blast into outer space! 




PONY: #1 BOOKCLUB FOR KIDS 
WHO LOVE HORSES 
Where fun, reading, and a love 
of horses come together! Join 
PONY and get a GIANT Welcome 
Package with 8 gifts, plus 
BONUS surprise. 
www.joinpony.com 
Enter Magic #: 715-415 


Nl HAO, KAI-LAN SUPER GAME DA Y 
FOR WII & Nl HAO, KAI-LAN NEW 
YEAR’S CELEBRATION 
FOR NINTENDO DS 
Play along with Kai-lan and friends 
in all sorts of super exciting 

games in Super Game 
Da/and prepare for the 
big festivities in New 
Year's Celebration. 


| POKEMON TRADING CARD GAME: 

| PLATINUM-ARCEUS 
Arceus. A new Pokemon so mighty 
that legend says it shaped the 
Pokemon Universe. Introducing 
Pokemon Trading Card Game: 
Platinum - Arceus. 
www.pokemon.com 


DORA 

CRYSTAL KINGDOM FOR 
NINTENDO WII AND DORA 
PUPPYfOR NINTENDO DS 
Double your Dora 
adventure with Dora 
Puppy for Nintendo 
DS and Dora Saves the 
Crystal Kingdom f or Wi i! 

Ready to play? jVamos a jugar! 


NINTENDO DSi «* 

/ decide to make everything interesting. 
Play with two cameras to capture your 
world and eleven lenses to make it 
totally unique. Play with sound, then 
download fun applications and 
games from the DSiWare'" service. 






Dogs love to leap for 
balls and treats, but 


BY KRISTIN HUNT 


JUMPING DOG 




over a jump rope? 
Sweet Pea the border 
collie mix skipped 75 
times over a jump 
rope—the most skips 
by a dog in one minute. 
To teach her the trick, 
owner Alex Rothacker 
stood Sweet Pea on 
a pedestal and slowly 
moved a stick under 
her feet so she'd step 
over it. Eventually the 
steps becamejumps. 
Turns out Sweet Pea is 
multitalented. She can 
also jump rope with 
two kids. 
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LOTS of T-SHIRTS! 


Talk about a layered look. Jef van Dijck holds the record for 
the most T-shirts worn at once: 227. That's about 165 pounds’ 
worth! The stunt took a lot longer than getting dressed in 
the morning. A friend pulled the T-shirts—from medium size 
to very large—over van Dijck’s head for about four hours. 
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Even if you’re not quite ready to join 
the CIA or Secret Service,you can 
still feel as stealthy as a spy. The 
MW2 is a watch that doubles as a 
cell phone. When you need to make 
a call—whether to phone in 
an important clue, or just to 
complain about your little 
brother’s latest antics— 
simply dial the number on 
the MW2’s keypad (or use 
the onscreen buttons), slyly 
j lift your hand toward your 
/ mouth, and start talking. 

I _ Your subjects will never 

I ] know you’re on the phone 
at all. They’ll just think 
you’re checking the time. 

I \ 


PACESHI 




E 
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Prepare for liftoff! In the near 
future.you could be rocketing out 
of this world on Virgin Galactic’s 
Spaceship Two shuttle, the first 
to offer tourist trips to 
outer space. Leaving 
from a spaceport in 
New Mexico, an aircraft called the 
WhiteKnight Two will carry Spaceship 
Two on its belly, taking off like a 
plane and climbing to 50,000 feet. 

At this height, the spaceship will 
drop off, turn upward, and zoom into 
space at a blazing 3,000 miles an hour. 

Once you reach the starry blackness, 
you’ll be able to see the curvature of 
the Earth below while you float weight¬ 
less through the cabin. After hurtling in 
orbit for a while, the spaceship will turn 
and head back to Earth, touching down 
like a regular plane. It’ll be a two-hour 
adventure of a lifetime. 


Want to feel what it’s like to speed around the track at the 
Indy 500? Here’s your chance. The HotSeat Racer hooks up to 
any video game console so you can play your favorite driving 
game. But instead of sitting on the floor of your bedroom 
with a boring old controller, the HotSeat parks you in a car¬ 
like chair, with steering wheel and pedals positioned in front 
of you like a real race car. A big 
screen provides a lifelike view 
of the road while six speakers 
surround you with car sounds, 
from engine revs to tire squeals. 
The seat doesn’t move, but the 
experience seems so real that 
you’ll find yourself leaning into 
turns and jerking suddenly when 
you slam on the brakes to avoid 
a colossal crash. 
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THE TUNA I 
ADDED TO THIS 
TEA MAKES IT 
. VERY TASTY. 


r IT'S SO ~ 
FUNNY WHEN 
THEY THINK I'M 
LOST IN THE 
k COUCH. j 


r THIS ^ 
WIS LOOKS 
BETTER ON ME 
THAN ON MY 
. OWNER. . 


Food coloring 


Brown winter gi 


Playing hide-and-seek 
without his owners 
knowing it 

Toilet paper tube to 
nibble holes in 


Locked 
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BY KRISTIN HUNT 


smoothie on record was 
more than 195 gallons— enough 

tofiu 4 bathtubs. 
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In the Doghouse 


Dumb, Dumber, and Dumbest 


Hint to thieves: Don’t use stolen 
property to hide stolen property. 

A family returned home one day to 
find that their apartment had been 
robbed. Even their dog’s distinctive 
blue blanket was missing. So of 
course, when the family spotted the 
blanket hanging in their neighbors’ 
window, they had a good idea who 
stole their stuff. Police searched the 
apartment and found clothing and 
electronics that belonged to the 
victims.“The crooks were using the 
blanket as a curtain to hide the 
stolen property,” says Sgt. Jeff Vega. 
“It was pretty ridiculous.” 


Some people never learn. A man who was out on bail for stealing a 
car drove to the courthouse—in another stolen car! How he got 
caught was even more stupid: The man left seven dogs in the SUV 
with the back door open, and some jumped out and started running 
around the parking lot. Someone called the sheriff’s department, 
who called in the license plate on the crook’s car. That’s when they 
discovered it was stolen. Worried about his dogs, the bad guy ran out 
and asked the police if everything was OK. The dogs? Yes. The guy? 

No. He’s in jail. “This is a perfect example of how truth is sometimes 
funnier than fiction,” says Deputy District Attorney Aicha Mievis. 


Crime doesn’t pay—especially 
when a thief leaves her purse 
at the scene. After eating at a 
Mexican restaurant, four young 
women took off without paying 
for their food — and without the 
purse that belonged to one of 
them. When officers arrived at 
the restaurant, they got the name 
and photo of one of the thieves 
from the driver’s license in the 
purse. That made it easy to recog¬ 
nize her when she and her pals 
returned to fetch the forgotten 
handbag. Guess they were too 
dumb to notice the police, who 
were still at the restaurant. 
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Earn awards to unlock 
over 600 items! 


In your very own zoo, it's your job 
fT "Ji-Z. to help your animals find their food! 


Create your own animals 
and share them with 
family and friends! 


Feed, play and interact 
with over 90 animals! 





































































































Bozeman, Montana 

What do you call a bear that swims in your pool, eats at your table, and steals 
your hat? If you’re Casey Anderson.you call him Brutus—and your best friend. 

Anderson adopted the orphaned bear when Brutus was still small enough to 
fit in his hand. Growing up in Anderson’s home, the cub would drink from baby 
bottles, sleep in a laundry basket, and sprawl out in front of the TV. When Brutus 
grew too big for the house, Anderson created Montana Grizzly Encounter, a 
three-acre bear sanctuary. 

At the sanctuary, Anderson and Brutus educate visitors about how special 
bears are—and why they need to be protected. Brutus may be a teacher, but that 
doesn’t mean he’s not naughty.“We have a pond that feeds a waterfall through a pipe, 
and sometimes Brutus will put his paw over the pipe to stop the water,” Anderson says. 
“When the other bears investigate, he takes his paw away and totally drenches them!” 

—Kitson Jazynka 
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SPLINTS. 


OCTOPUS 


Monarch 


INTO BOX' 


Truman 


BUTTERFLY GETS SPLINTSj),^^ 

V., ( 


Lake Luzerne, New York 

The monarch butterfly fluttered helplessly on the roadside. 

It had been hit by a car and broke its wing. Luckily, Jeannette 
Brandt spotted the creature while riding her bike and took 
it home. 

Watching a how-to video, Brandt glued two tiny cardboard 
splints over the monarch’s broken wing. For ten days, Brandt fed 
the butterfly water and mushy pear. “It ate off my hand,” she 
says.“It seemed grateful for the help.” 

But one challenge remained: migration.“Monarchs winter 
in Mexico each year,” says Chris Singer, founder of the Live 
Monarch Foundation. But Mexico was 3,000 miles away from 
New York, and it was now too cold for the butterfly to begin its 
journey. So nestled in a shoebox, the butterfly hitched a ride 
with a southbound trucker. The trucker released it in Florida, 
where, perhaps with a wave of its splinted wing, the small 
survivor took flight. —Aline Alexander Newman 


Boston, Massachusetts 

Truman the octopus can stretch out 
more than seven feet. But recently he 
squeezed through a tiny hole into a 
14-inch cube, just to get a snack! 

New England Aquarium workers 
had locked a tasty crab in a small 
box, which they put inside another 
cube. Truman was supposed to 
simply unlock his snack. Instead, 
he stuck one arm through a three- 
inch crack. Then another. Slowly, 

Truman slid his entire body inside the cube.“Octopus bodies are boneless,” biologist 
Bill Murphy says.“They can squeeze through any space their beaks fit through.” 

Good thing for Truman he didn’t have a bigger beak. — Heather E. Schwartz ' 
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a recyclable jar or container with lid 
scissors 

old newspaper, leftover wrapping 
paper, or scrap construction paper 


WHAT TO DO 


For more about helping the Earth, read our blog. 

kidsblogs.nationalgeographic.com/greenscene 

V 


Eve is fun, 
but don’t be 
an environmental 
party pooper when 
you celebrate. All those 
disposable party plates, 
napkins, and decorations 
straight from your overflowing 
trash can into landfills. So cele¬ 
brate the New Year and the planet 
by throwing an Earth-friendly party 
Then ring in 2010 with a recycled 
noisemakeryou can create using 
items around your house. 


\ Partially fill the container with small 
/ objects from the list (above, right). Put 
on the lid and tape it securely in place. 
Then get shakin’l 


stickers, markers, or magazine cutouts 
glue or tape 

small objects such as keys, bottle caps, 
marbles, or dried beans or corn kernels 
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The Green Wave < 

unep One school, one tree, one gift to nature CBD 


Thousands of fantastic entries. 

of biodiversity. 


. a world of amazing subjects.... eight winning shots... one huge understanding 
check out the winners of The Green Wave photography contest. 


nis year we had an 
unusual abundance 


'The baby of Orang Utan is 
hungry and needs love." 

by Vinzent Raintung, 
age 8, Germany 


"Macroworld is the most interesting subject 
of photos We can find there the best 
specimens In this picture we can see a sleepy 
fly with lots of drops." 

Patryk Majchrzak, age 16, Poland 


"We 

we saw this My 

flower for me to take the photo 
because of the wind." 

by Clemence Bonnefous, 
age 8, France 


See the bigger picture yourself. 
















Touch sensors 


Like an iPhone, each square on the Rubik’s TouchCube 
has touch sensors that detect where your fingers are 
and where you slide each block. The sensors send that 
information to a microchip, which decides how to change 
the color based on where you’ve dragged the block. 


BY KRISTIN BAIRD RATTINI r 

t --^^lP 
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Candy Jewel Factory 

A miniature oven that bakes jewelry you 

\ IMH.-mj.'m .... 

\ Energy conversion 

H 1 CZEESaL.... 

1 Pour candy chips into a jewelry mold 

and place the mold in the toy oven, 
which has a lightbulb inside. When the 
bulb is on, the oven’s electrical energy 
' converts into light and heat. Think of a 

toaster: The coil glows, but it’s the heat 
that browns the br ead. In the jewelry 
"5 vV<j-y\ oven, the heat produced by the lightbulb 

is intense enough to melt the candy 
^ v“ chips to make edible baubles. 


I t’s no surprise that 
this year’s hottest 
toys use the latest 
supercool technology. But 
they also tap into your 
own senses and smarts to 
create cutting-edge fun. 
“They provide new ways 
for kids to see and touch 
their world,” says Reyne 
Rice of the Toy Industry 
Association. Check out 
these five toys and the 
science that makes them 
so smart. 


Rubik’s TouchCube 


A Rubik’s Cube that moves by swiping your finger 
across the squares instead of twisting them 


EyeClops NightVision goggles 
Goggles that let you see in the dark TT 
Infrared light 

These goggles shoot out invisible 
infrared light beams, the same kind 
your remote control 
uses to turn on 
the television. 

The beams hit 
any object 
within 50 feet, 
collect information 
about what they hit, 
and bounce back to a special 
sensor in the goggles. The sensor 
converts that information into the 
image you see through the lenses. 
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Prime-8 

Remote-control interactive gorilla robot 
Biomorphic robotics $ 

.. I mi 

Prime-8 zips around by running on 

its two spinning spiral arms: When 

one arm is in the air. the other is J A 

on the ground. Instead of using jf M 

control sensors to balance on its f ^ 

arms, Prime-8 uses biomorphic , S 

robotics, which imitates the way ■ 

animals move. Prime-8’s designers took |H 

inspiration from a cockroach, whose short, I H 

flexible legs adapt quickly to changing T 

surfaces. And like an insect, Prime-8 is 

low to the ground. Jjw 

xlul 


ii! I __ I 

Mindflex 

CMQ __ I 

A game that moves a foam ball up and 
down with the power of your mind 

Brain waves 

, W|I I"VTH 

Anytime you have a thought.your 
brain cells send signals to each 
other through a particular pat¬ 
tern of brain waves. The Mindflex 
reads these brain waves 
and sends a signal to power a fan. As 
you concentrate more, the fan moves faster, | 
lifting the ball into the air. Concentrate less, I 
and the ball drifts down. A hand-operated 
dial moves the ball sideways to help you 
complete an obstacle course. 

■r - 


OLD-SCHOOL COOL 

Crayons and LEGOs may seem 
like old-school fun. But when 
they first came out, they 
were the latest in techie 
toys. Match up these smart 
toys of the past to the year 
they were introduced. 

1. LEGO bricks 

2. Crayola crayons 

3. Transformers 
4- Easy-Bake Oven 

5. View-Master 3D viewer 

A. 1903 

B. 1939 
C-1958 

D. 1963 

E. 1984 
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I t seems an impossible mission: to 
pinpoint a hidden den of newborn 
Canada lynx kittens. But researchers 
from the Colorado Division of Wildlife 
know they are close. 

With the help of a pilot circling high 
above the snowy wilderness in a small 
plane, the team tracks a mother cat to a 
remote spot. But heavy snow blankets all 
the likely hiding places for a den, such as 
fallen logs and piled-up rocks. 

For lynx researcher Tanya Shenk, snow- 
shoeing through the wilderness in search 
of a litter is an urgent quest. No lynx kit¬ 
tens have been seen in Colorado for two 
years, which could mean there’s no hope 
for the lynx’s survival in the state. 

Humans wiped out the Canada lynx 
from this part of its range in the 1970s. 
But a decade ago, the state began a 
project to capture more than 200 lynx in 
Canada and Alaska and set them loose in 
Colorado. These relocated lynx seemed to 
thrive, producing more kittens each year. 

Now wildlife officials aren’t certain why 
new litters haven’t been born recently. 
They need to find an answer to help make 
sure these wild cats continue their Colo¬ 
rado comeback. 
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Researchers speculate that 
a crash in the Colorado 
snowshoe hare popula¬ 
tion may have led to the 
temporary decline in 
lynx. The cat’s existence 
is intertwined with the 
survival of the snowshoe 
hare, the lynx’s primary 
food source.“The lynx is one 
of the pickiest eaters on the 
planet,” says L. Scott Mills, a 
snowshoe hare expert.“Up 
to go percent of their diet 
is hares.” 

The predator-prey rela¬ 
tionship between these two 
animals is one of nature’s 
best balancing acts. The 
Canada lynx — with its 
razor-sharp retractable 
claws and powerful hind 
legs built for pouncing — 
is so supremely adapted 
for hunting hares that it 
eats little else. When the 
snowshoe hares thrive, so 
do the lynx. 

But about every decade, 
hare numbers nosedive. As 
a result, the number of lynx 
drops due to starvation. 
Eventually, when the hare 
population rebounds, and 
prey is once again plentiful, 
the cats recover as well. 


FAST FACT 

LARGE, FURRY PAWS ACT LIKE SNOWSHOES 
TO HELP KEEP THE CANADA LYNX FROM 
SINKING INTO DEEP SNOW. 


FAST FACT 
LYNX USUALLY 
HUNTALONE 
AND AT NIGHT. 
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COLORADO 


KITTENS 


At last Shenk and her colleagues discover the 
den they’re looking for. The mother lynx growls as 
she eyes the researchers through snow-covered 
brush. She watches warily as the humans weigh 
her two kittens and tag them with microchips 
before returning them gently to their den. These 
newborns are grandkittens of the cats relocated 
from Canada. Together with eight other kittens 
researchers find, they are a sign of hope. By track¬ 
ing their movements, scientists can ensure that the 
wild cats’ reintroduction continues successfully. 

They were stoked to finally find litters again. 
“We’re now into our third generation of cats,” says 
Shenk.“These are fully functioning lynx, meaning 
they’re born here, they hunt here,and they’re 
having offspring of their own.” 
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■Stick y Situation 


.Toothy^ 


PRINCESS 
If * FROG 


The Truth 
Behind the 


pi BY SARAH WASSNER FLYNN 

_ In the new movie The 
^Princess and the Frog, a 
prince-turned-frog named 
Naveen mistakes Tiana for a princess. 

When he convinces her to give him a kiss to 
turn him human again, the spell backfires and 
transforms Tiana into a frog, too! Now they must 
travel through New Orleans and the Louisiana 
bayou to break the spell. Here’s a peek at how the 
swampy stars stack up against the real-life animals. 


Girly Tiana is grossed out when she discovers her 
froggy self covered in goo. But Naveen informs her 
that it’s just mucus, something all frogs secrete. Jack 
Cover of the National Aquarium in Baltimore, Maryland, 
says the slimy stuff helps keep frogs’ skin moist when 
they’re out of the water. The slippery mucus also can 
help frogs escape from predators such as raccoons. 


Just because Prince Naveen has morphed into an 
amphibian doesn’t mean he’s lost his royal charm. 

Or his killer smile, which he flashes with bright white 
teeth as he talks Tiana into kissing him. Frogs do have 
teeth, but they’re tiny, says Rick Dietz of the Audubon 
Zoo in New Orleans, Louisiana. They’re used only for 
gripping food, and a large frog like Naveen probably 
would swallow his meals whole, anyway. 







Erog Rriends?, 


At first, Tiana and Naveen aren’t too 
crazy about each other, but they soon 
become BFFs (Best Frogs Forever). In the 
wild, though, different species of frogs 
would not hang out together. For instance, 
bullfrogs tend to live by the banks of rivers, 
ponds, and streams, while tree frogs live, 
well, in trees. If they did hop into one 
another? The bigger bullfrog—which 
munches on mice, bugs, and fish—would 
likely see a tree frog as lunch. 


COsh.'S'W 

Southern Louisiana is known for its 
distinctive style of speech. Many of the 
words and phrases come from the lan¬ 
guages of the Native American, African, 
and French people who settled the area. 
BAYOU (BY-oo): a swampy, slow-moving 
body of water 

“LAISSEZ LES BONS TEMPS ROULER!’' 
(LEH-say lay bohn tahn roo-LAY):“Let 
the good times roll!" 
JAMBALAYA(juhm-buh-LIE-yuh): a 
rice dish with any combination of beef, 
pork, fowl, sausage, or seafood, as well 
as celery, green peppers, and tomatoes 



Tiana and Naveen need help navi¬ 
gating the dark bayou. So Ray the 
firefly calls upon his relatives— 
all 30,000 of them—to create a 
giant flashlight. Real fireflies may 
appear to be in groups, but they’re 
actually traveling alone, says insect 
expert Cole Gilbert of Cornell Uni¬ 
versity in New York. And fireflies 
use their glowing parts to attract 
potential mates, not as night-lights. 


ZYOECO (Zl-duh-koh): music that 
combines traditional French and 
Caribbean tunes with the blues. It 
often features instruments such as 
guitars, washboards, and accordions. 
BEIGNET (ben-YAY): French-style fried 
dough covered in powdered sugar 





Louis the alligator lends a helping, uh, tail so 
Tiana and Naveen can cross the wide Missis¬ 
sippi River. Using his tail like a motor, Louis 
scoots from bank to bank. Real alligators also 
use their tails to propel them through the 
water, Dietz says. The tails are so powerful 
that gators can swim in short bursts nearly 
twice as fast as an Olympic swimmer. 




Louis was inspired 
by many jazz musicians, 
including trumpeter Louis 
Armstrong. He was a native 
of New Orleans who helped 
make jazz music popular 
in the early 
Mw 1900S. 
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At 7 
years old, I 
was as tall as 
a short 
adult. 


By the time 
I was 12,1 had 
18 extra 
teeth 
removed. 


My doctors 


Then again, I know there 
i kids who say things 
about me behind my 
back. And when I hear 
about it, I ask them 
to stop. You have to 
stand up for yourself. 
If you don’t, it’ll just 
keep happening. 

NO PROBLEM 

My height sometimes does 
make things hard for me. 
That’s one thing people 
don’t always get. But 
when I come up against 
a challenge. I’ll just find 
a different way to do it. 
Because there’s one thing 
about me: I never give up. 
For instance, I used 
to sleep diagonally 
in a regular-size 


think I’ve stopped 
growing. But I’m still 
about two feet 
taller than every 
other kid in 
my class. 


bed—and 


my feet st//J 
hung off the 
side. So I 
designed 
my own 
bed that’s 
about a foot 
W longer than 
a normal one. 
It’s also higher so 
I can get in and out 
of it easier. Most clothes 
don’t fit me, so now I’m an expert at Internet 
shopping.(Exceptwhen pro basketball players 


same size as 
everyone else. 

But I’m not. I'm 
just who I am, 
and that’s good 
enough for me. 

One thing 
that helps is my 
friends. When 
I was younger, 
sometimes kids on 
the bus refused to 
sit with me. But 
the kids who knew 
me would jump 
up and say, "I’ll sit 
with Brenden— 
he’s cool!” And 
that made me feel 
good. 

My mom says 
thinks I was born 
with something 
inside me that 
makes me stay 
positive and 
the good 
just 


help me out—Shaquille 
O'Neal gave me a pair of 
Shaq-size sneakers.) 

And instead of being 
scrunched up in the 
back of my mom’s 
SUV, m fold down the 
second-row seats, sit 
in the third row, and 
stretch out my legs. 

I'm even rebuilding 
a car with my dad for 
when I can drive in a 
couple years. I’m going to 
take out the driver's seat 
and bolt it where the back 
seat is so my knees won’t be up 
against my chin. The best part is 
that it has an open top. So my head 
will just stick out of the roof! 


Do I wish things were different? Sometimes. 
Sure. There are times when I wish I were the 


there’s a point 
in seeing the 
bad. Everybody’s 
got something 
different about 
them. It’s what you 
do with those differ¬ 
ences that makes you 
who you are. 

Of course, the thing that 
makes me different—my height— 
also means that I get some interesting chores, 
like cleaning our skylight. But I told my mom 
we’d have to go to the hardware store before 
I got started, because I’d need a ladder. 

Me on a ladder? That’ll be a first. 
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The Sandorsun family 

wants to get away from 
the wintry weather and 
is heading to the Caribbean 

this holiday season. But on the 

way to the airport everything 

fell off their roof rack. Find 
15 items in the scene that the 
Sandorsuns had packed for 




































Ask for a parent’s 
help before 
getting started. 


Make 


Ornaments 


Liven up 
the holidays 
with these 
easy-to-make 
decorations. 


Preheat oven to 300° F. Stir the flour, salt, 
and water together in the bowl and knead 
with your hands until the dough is smooth. 
Roll and flatten the mixture until it’s about a 
half-inch thick. Using cookie cutters or your 
hands, shape into different designs. Punch 
a hole in the top of each ornament with a 
plastic straw. Bake on a foil-covered cookie 
sheet for one hour. Cool completely before 
decorating. Thread a ribbon or pipe cleaner 
through the hole and hang your creations. 


4 CUPS FLOUR 
1 CUP SALT 
I 1 /* CUPS WATER 
LARGE BOWL 
ROLLING PIN 
COOKIE CUTTERS 
(OPTIONAL) 

PLASTIC STRAW 
ALUMINUM FOIL 
COOKIE SHEET 
CRAFT GLUE 
WATER-BASED PAINT 
DECORATIONS SUCH 
AS GOOGLY EYES, 
STICKERS, GLITTER 
RIBBONS OR PIPE 
CLEANERS 


CREATE HAIR 
BY SQUEEZING 
dough through 


dough FR° m id 

SALT AND FLOUR 

dates back to 

the ANCIENT 
EGYPTIANS. 
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CHILLOUT 

These photographs show dose-up and 
faraway views of things you may see in cold 
weather. Unscramble the letters to identify 
what’s in each picture. Freezing up? 

ANSWERS ON PAGE 34 










































BY JILL YAWORSKI > 

Ask a friend to give you words to fill in the 
blanks in this story without showing it to 
him or her. Then read out loud for a laugh. 


I couldn’t believe it when 


announced school was being let out early because 


feet of had 

large number plural noun past-tense verb 

classmates and I yelled. We put on our warmest 

article of clothing, plurc 

-degree blizzard. But soon we realized the sidewalks were completely covered with 

another large number 

. I looked around and saw my friends and 

something slippery verb ending in -ing verb ending in -ing 

the top of the hill we were on. How would we get to the bottom? That’s when I had an idea. I grabbed my 


and trekked out into the minus 


school subject adverb ending in -ly 

book like a(n) down the hill. Everyone cheered as I past them. 

something you ride past-tense verb 

I would be home in no time! Suddenly, a snowdrift as tall as the appeared in front of 

famous landmark 

me. I took a deep breath and over the snowbank, landing like 

adverb ending in -ly 

could be so much fun? 


past-tense verb 

. Who knew 


a professional 


v 


same school subject as above 


SCHOOL'S 
































WE’RE LOOKING FOR KIDS WHO WANT 
THEIR VOICES HEARD AS PART OF THE 
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS TEAM.* 

Throughout the year, we’ll invite team 
members by e-mail to complete our latest 
online survey. The surveys ask for opinions 
about current issues of the magazine, 
articles and covers we’re working on, and 
topics that affect kids like you. Plus, every 
time you complete a survey, you’ll be 
entered into quarterly drawings for a chance 
to win cool prizes! To be considered for the 
team, apply online by January 4,2010. 


DEADLINE: January 4, 2010 

A parent or guardian of each selected team 
member will be required to complete an 
electronic consent form granting permission 
for his/her child to participate. If you have 
questions, contact cholmes@ngs.org. 

•Children of NGS staff and contractors are not eligible to 
participate. Only those selected will be notified. If you are 
already a member of the panel, you do not need to reapply. 


MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN THE MAGAZINE! 
APPLY TODAY: 

ngkidsteam.com/join2010 
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Vie Gave ft 

Use the clues below to figure out which animals 
appear in these swirled pictures, answers below 


HINT: This swimmer doesn’t bottle up its 
energy—it “nose” how to make a splash. 
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Draw the 
animal you 

wish you could be. 

Send your original drawings to 

NG KIDS—FAVORITE ANIMAL Art Zone 
P.0. Box 98002 
Washington, DC 20090-8002 

■*-r name, address, phone number, date of birth. 
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I decide to make every day an adventure. 

Play with two cameras to capture the world, 
then use 11 unique lenses to make it your own. 

NINTENDD|^5® 

.vw nintendodsi com f 




